BAPTISM: BECOMING PART OF GOD’S FAMILY

Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues for the rest of our lives, the first step in response to God’s love. For all involved, particularly the candidates but also parents, godparents and sponsors, it is a joyful moment when we rejoice in what God has done for us in Christ, making serious promises and declaring the faith. The wider community of the local church and friends welcome the new Christian, promising support and prayer for the future. Hearing and doing these things provides an opportunity to remember our own baptism and reflect on the progress made on that journey, which is now to be shared with this new member of the Church. 

In the service, there is the sign of the cross, the badge of faith in the Christian journey, which reminds us of Christ’s death for us. Our ‘drowning’ in the water of baptism, where we believe we die to sin and are raised to new life, unites us to Christ’s dying and rising, a picture that can be brought home vividly by the way the baptism is administered. Water is also a sign of new life, as we are born again by water and the Spirit. This reminds us of Jesus’ baptism. And as a sign of that new life, there may be a lighted candle, a picture of the light of Christ conquering the darkness of evil. Everyone who is baptized walks in that light for the rest of their lives. (From the teaching of the CoE, 'Pastoral Introduction', Common Worship)

THE THEOLOGICAL MEANING OF BAPTISM

Baptism is the sacrament in which, by pouring water upon a person or immersing them in water, and using the words, “I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” the one baptised is cleansed of original sin and (in the case of one who has reached the age of reason) of particular sin; he is incorporated into Christ and made a member of His Body the Church; he is infused with sanctifying grace and receives the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit; and this enables him to receive the other sacraments effectively. The minister of Baptism is ordinarily a bishop, priest or deacon, but in an emergency anyone can baptise validly. If it is impossible for an individual to receive the baptism of water, the same benefits can be supplied by “baptism of blood” (whereby martyrdom is suffered for the Apostolic and Catholic Faith or for some virtue) or by “baptism of desire” (whereby a person has perfect contrition and at least the implicit intention of fulfilling God's will for man's salvation). (From the Roman Catholic Baptismal Preparation, Agency of Evangelisation, Diocese of Westminster)
SUMMARY
In baptism, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ frees us from sin, gives a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and welcomes us into his holy people. Through this rebirth we share the life of Christ as our anointed Priest, Prophet and King, and live always as a member of his body, sharing his everlasting life.
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APPLICATION FORM
for
HOLY BAPTISM
– St Augustine's, Grahame Park
Welcome to St Augustine's Church, Grahame Park. Our usual times for Baptism are Sundays

( Either during the 10 am Parish Mass

( or at 4 pm

Please fill in  the form overleaf and return it to St Augustine's Clergy House, Great Field NW9 5SY

at least 2 weeks before the date chosen.

1 As a parents or godparents you should ask yourself:

( Are you prepared to the best ability of your best ability to give the child a Christian upbringing within the family of Christ's Church?

( Will you help the child to be regular in public worship and prayer?

( Will you encourage the child in due time to come to Confirmation and Communion?

It is not essential to be baptised and confirmed unless they are to be godparents.

2 It is usual to have three godparents. Two of the same sex as the child and one of the opposite sex. One godparent of each sex is sufficient if it is difficult to find the usual number.

Parents may be godparents to their own children, provided that the child has at least one godparent. Sponsors in addition to godparents are permitted.

Church law requires that godparents should be baptised and confirmed, but the requirement of confirmation can be relaxed.

3 If the candidate is no longer a child, sponsors – who should normally be baptised and confirmed – may take the place of godparents.

4 A child should normally be baptised at his or her parish church, or the church the parents normally attend.

	APPLICATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM



	Please return this form to the Parish Priest who will arrange a meeting



	NAMES OF CANDIDATE



	Date of Birth



	Mother’s Name


Profession/Occupation
Has she been baptised?

Has she been confirmed?


	Father’s Name

Profession/ Occupation
Has he been baptised?

Has he been confirmed?


	Address


	Telephone Number(s)

Email address:



	Suggested/ Preferred date(s) of Baptism (will be later discussed in detail)




	GODPARENTS’ NAME IN FULL / in the case of ADULTS, name of SPONSORS (optional: telephone/email)


	Baptised and/ or Confirmed?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


• In the case of adults, every person thus baptized shall be confirmed by the bishop so soon after his baptism as conveniently may be; that so he may be admitted to the Holy Communion. 
• The minister shall instruct the parents or guardians of an infant to be admitted to Holy Baptism that the same responsibilities rest on them as are in the service of Holy Baptism required of the godparents.
 (from CANONS B 21-24)[image: image1.png]



